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LIFE/TRAVEL Skiing

Programs focus on bringing minorities to
the slopes

02:25 PM CST on Friday, November 3, 2006

By WALT ROESSING / Special Contributor to The Dallas Morning News

Though they're a growing presence among skiers and snowboarders, minorities are still in the minority
on the slopes. Ski clubs and some resorts would like to improve that.

Minority skiers received their first significant breakthrough into the mainstream of winter sports in
1973 when 13 ski clubs met for the first Black Summit in Aspen, Colo. Since then, that founding

- organization has evolved into the National Brotherhood of Skiers, with 77 clubs representing 41 cities
and 8,500 adults and youths, almost all of them black. Its clubs in Dallas, Austin and Houston (two)
also are members of the Texas Ski Council.

Farther afield, some California resorts have been very successful in increasing diversity on the slopes.
And two programs in Colorado are encouraging minority participation in winter sports in that state.

In the Dallas area, 150 residents are members of the Brotherhood's Texas Ski Rangers. Dr. Kim
Barksdale of Allen has been club president for five years and a Brotherhood member for 10.

"A lot of us as children growing up didn't have the opportunity, economically, to get into winter
sports,” said Dr. Barksdale, a pediatrician. "But the NBS has encouraged African-American adults and
their children to do so by organizing clubs like the Texas Ski Rangers and offering discounted prices
for lodging, lift tickets and airline transportation."

Among corporate partners of the nonprofit, Chicago-based Brotherhood are American Airlines,
Atomic and Volkl skis, Spyder Active Sports, Fate Clothing, Intrawest and Vail Resorts. Title sponsor
is Subaru of America.

"Our Dallas club this season will travel on organized group trips to Aspen-Snowmass, Crested Butte
and Park City," added Dr. Barksdale. "We always do one youth trip."

She also said about 75 from the metro area will join other Brotherhood members at The Summit Feb.
24 through March 3 in Steamboat. '






