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Denver students fall for
skiing

SNOW SCHOOL FOR CITY KIDS

By Jeremy P. Meyer
The Denver Post
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Students from Denver's Gilpin K-8 and
Pioneer Charter Schools had a first-
ever experience learning how to ski or
snowboard on Sunday at Loveland
Valley Ski Area. Instructor Steve Malek
quickly gave instructions to Gilpin
student Roberto Chavez, age 13, and
the information kept Chavez from
falling. (Post | Lyn Alweis)

Before this week the farthest 13-year-old
Roberto Chavez of Denver had ventured into the
mountains was to Genesee Park off Interstate
70.

Roberto had never seen a ski resort,
mountaintop or even a pine-beetle-ravaged tree

until the eighth-grader joined about 40 other
Denver students at Loveland Ski Area on Sunday
with a teacher from his school.

"It's a shame that I've never come here before,"
said Roberto, strapping on ski boots for his first-
ever ski lesson. "They're part of Colorado."

The majority of Denver Public School students
never get a chance to ski or snowboard in
Colorado, say groups leading an effort to involve
more urban kids in the state's $2 billion snow-
sports industry.

"Kids here who live at the doorstep of arguably
the best winter playground in the world aren't
getting to participate,” said Roberto Moreno of
the Alpino Mountain Sports Foundation that has
taken more than 12,500 kids skiing over the
years but has seen the numbers drop.

Children in general are spending less time
outdoors, and the numbers fall even more for
kids who live in the city, are poor or are
minorities.

Seventy-nine percent of skiers have household
incomes of more than $50,000 a year, according
to SnowSports Industries America. An estimated
0.6 percent of skiers are African-American and
5.3 percent are Latino, according to the
organization.

"The numbers get worse every year ... ," Moreno
said. "All we have to do is simply look at what is
happening in our mountain communities. They
are all turning into these places where only the







