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A ponversation with Boberto Morend,
founder and prosident of Alpine

e
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Vail Resorts just donated $600,000
to help you bring 10,000 urban kids
into the mountains. What's next
for your group?

A Hopefuliy after the mext
Uwee years, we'll call it the Cole-
vado 20,000 program. The ides
is to gt Kids of color and wr-
ban kids interested i moun-
{ain sporty and in understand-
ing the options mountais recre-
stiom creates for them,

The secondary goal 85 to oo
vince skl arens - and the
srrartes! 8kl areas, like Vail Re-
sosts Aspen Skiing Disne and
T Mueller at Jresded Buite
and Oheme; Eldors; Arapahos
Baszing and Loveland, certainty

auplerstand this — that pro-

grams promoying diversity and
inglusivicy buiid fytere busi-
ngss for them.

Q: Youw've glven severad
speechor ot major sk industey
ralikes recentty. How have
those been teceived?

As Y ery, very positively, We
have had %o many people com-
ERE T Eo ws affer those meet-
ings and 2 steady streams of
oalls fram across the Einired
States, We are now working
witly more than 2o sk Bz e
tionathy to create some form of
diversity and inclusivity pro-
dram.

O Why has the ski indusiry
Been so slow (o recopnize the
pokential of minoriy skiing?

© ATt s mod, A Bt e e
phinsize this, it s ool becatse
of racism, Most of the leader-
ship in the ski dustry lead -
goograpticaily, pofiteally apd

aris pot s;:;mim@, a Eu: of mm
I mzjor metro areas ke Lo
Angedes op LE, or Denver for
that matier, vou are nat in
fomch with the rmmlicudenrsd
enyergence that is happening in
ihe Binieed States.

TFhe cther probiem s thas
otli ndustry traditionally has
ke more réactive rather than

proactive in Ms marketing it

wives, Our proup, &lpisa, is de-
shmed b do things, to ged kids
Lo the monntains znd to malks

tlhe business case Lo support di-
virsity and inchasivity ot ski vee

SOTES.
Trast me, stwhoardhng is
VY, Very ool 1o minority
kids. Fhe fact that we have 2
fatrening out of snowboarding
visks simply means the indus-

bry has failed o resch olat b iy |

;nu]ticuiturai mcedel,

O Brow can shi resoets en-
Lice: mre kninorities to visit?
Ad L s clear that most pedr-

fle erd wp developing an affinl |

tv for the mountaing becase
their friends or fuzily took
them. But iF yor come from a
tarnily that doeszt have sov
historical participation In
moandain sports, the industey
cin buiid suff uoril the cows
come home (and) you are not
aoing to come.

We nave & responsibility fo
bridge that gap and gat ks
imto the moursdains throngl al-

ternaiive wavs, Thar's the key

i Alping's suecess, We need
ber e bde kdds with Jife tickets

Jerey Tdoviksad | TR Donve

“Poaple who recognize the

opporfunities found In wous-
{ain recreation can save kids'
{ivers,” Roberto Moreno says.

or nches oF transportation or
whalever to get them up to the
AR,

Ok Do you feel minorities are
ignored by the ski mdustryy

Az They have been fpnored,
and they Rave prown ambivi-
bevi, Liview here in Denver,
where we are hombarded with
Imzges of mountaing and
WHETE Wer CRNNOE frh on 3 el
vision newseast wilhout seeing
2 snow report o the winter, 7
ehink it & sack that thak soow re-
port is ievelevant to half the
papuiatia:rn

Thatis 1}1{5 eove of what we

are dofng We want to make
that snow repaet Televanpt (o
the entire popukation becanse
we understand the life-
changing characteristios of
gountain recreation. And we
want to show kids that there Is
a ife out there that may be bet-
ter than what they are living
right now.

13 What's vour storyt ¥You're
an expert skier Brom Sast LA

A Tweas born and radsed I
Fast LA, (fangiand LSA, AL
the age of 1o, | was fortenate
enoual: fo ook np with & lecad
plavgrownd group .. that took
a4 to the mountainy, | did net
liave & family that was In-
volved in mownkeiy spores, bt
for me, the spountaing symbal

ied an epportunity o do sodn-

thing with sy e, (a symbol
that | didnt bave to Jive sy e
bire Jife i Hast LA, apd get b
volved in gangs aod drugs asd
i} that,

Based on my ows experis
ence, T think that i you intro-
dizee kids 1o the joy of mogn-

tatn sports and mountain reore-

atiom, stimately they wii find
a way of contimying thelr in-
volvermnent, { reatty believe that
peaple who recognize the op-
portanities found in motmkin
recreation cen save kids' fves,
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